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Note: Report location: Lat: 51.28032, Lon: 0.47965. 

View this location in Google Maps 

 



The image shows a significant excavation with exposed earth banks and a 
surveyor working in a dangerous location at the foot of the excavation. 
There is also a type of drill lying on the ground which could present a trip 
hazard. Several potential safety implications related to UK construction law 
and regulations are evident. 

Safety Implications (Based on Visual Inspection): 

 Slope Stability: The steepness of the exposed earth banks presents 
a significant risk of slope instability and potential landslides. This is a 
major concern, especially if the soil type is prone to erosion or 
saturation. The image lacks essential context such as soil type, water 
table level, the planned duration of excavation, and any additional 
support structures. This is a critical safety issue. 

 Fall from Height: Workers are potentially exposed to falls from 
height, both from the edges of the excavation and from the sloping 
banks. 

 Ground Collapse: The verticality of the excavation and the 
appearance of the ground indicate a possibility of ground collapse or 
settlement. 

 Excavation Depth and Limits: UK regulations (e.g., Construction 
(Design and Management) Regulations 2015) stipulate a proper 
assessment of excavation depth in relation to potential risk from 
collapse or other hazards. This means that a risk assessment and 
suitable measures are needed, and the regulations require an 
understanding of the ground conditions, likely bearing capacity, the 
possibility of water ingress, and potential structural interactions. 

 Protection from Falling Objects: The excavation could create a risk 
of falling debris from the sides or top. 

 Traffic Management: There is no evidence of temporary traffic 
management if the work area crosses roads or pedestrian walkways. 

 First Aid Provision: A site without appropriate first aid provision 
would be a breach of UK regulations. 

 Visibility and Site Supervision: Inadequate site supervision could 
potentially lead to worker safety issues and non-compliance with 
regulations. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): The worker in the image is 
wearing a high-visibility vest, but the photograph doesn't offer enough 
data to comment on any potential lack of appropriate safety footwear, 
hard hat, or other PPE needed for this task. PPE is crucial in the 
case of falls from height, being struck by an object, or exposure to 
potential contaminants. 

 Working at Height: If the worker is carrying out any work above or at 
ground level, appropriate risk assessments and working at height 
procedures would be required. 



Detailed Recommendations for Remedial Actions: 

1. Slope Stabilization: 
o Professional Geotechnical Investigation: Conduct a 

thorough geotechnical investigation to determine the soil type, 
bearing capacity, and potential for slope instability. This 
is absolutely critical. 

o Slope Protection: Implement appropriate measures to 
stabilize the slopes, such as retaining walls, benching, or 
geotextiles, depending on the specific soil conditions. Proper 
staking and surveying should be used to determine correct 
slope gradients. 

o Erosion Control: Implement measures to control water run-off 
and erosion of the soil. 

2. Fall Protection: 
o Guardrails and Barriers: Install sturdy guardrails and barriers 

along the edges of the excavation to prevent falls from height. 
o Safety Nets: Consider the use of safety nets for workers if 

guardrails are not feasible. 
3. Ground Collapse Prevention: 

o Shoring: Determine the need for shoring, bracing, or other 
supports to prevent ground collapse. 

o Water Management: Implement appropriate measures to 
manage ground water to prevent saturation. 

o Protection from Falling Objects: The possibility of large 
falling objects should be addressed with appropriate plans. 

4. Excavation Depth and Limits: 
o Risk Assessment: Carry out a comprehensive site-specific 

risk assessment for the excavation, including consideration of 
the depth, soil type, and surrounding structures. 

o Compliance with Regulations: Ensure full compliance with 
relevant legislation. 

5. Traffic Management: 
o Safety Barriers: Implement appropriate temporary traffic 

management procedures and barriers if required. 
6. First Aid Provision: Ensure compliance with first aid requirements 

and provisions are in place for the location of the excavation. 
7. Site Supervision and Monitoring: Ensure adequate supervision 

and monitoring of the excavation works. 
8. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Ensure appropriate and 

compliant PPE is available to all workers, and make sure they 
understand the correct use and maintenance of the equipment. 

9. Working at Height: Appropriate risk assessments and working at 
height procedures are needed if anyone is working at height. 



Crucially: The recommendations above are general. A full, site-specific 
risk assessment, tailored to the specific conditions and planned work, is 
essential. This must be carried out by a competent person. Failure to 
address these risks could lead to severe penalties under UK law, serious 
injuries, or fatalities. 

 


